


In	
  2008,	
  in	
  an	
  online	
  interview,	
  Spanish	
  novelist	
  Carlos	
  Ruiz	
  

Zafón	
  commented:	
  ‘We	
  are	
  what	
  we	
  remember,	
  what	
  we	
  

know.	
  The	
  less	
  we	
  remember,	
  the	
  less	
  we	
  know	
  about	
  

ourselves,	
  the	
  less	
  we	
  are’.	
  	
  

	
  

The	
  problem,	
  of	
  course,	
  is	
  that	
  our	
  memories	
  are	
  notoriously	
  

fallible,	
  

	
  

	
  and	
  to	
  give	
  an	
  accurate	
  account	
  of	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  a	
  single	
  

event,	
  let	
  alone	
  an	
  organisation,	
  requires	
  a	
  level	
  of	
  detailed	
  

investigation,	
  insight,	
  and	
  imagination	
  that	
  is	
  difficult	
  to	
  

achieve.	
  	
  	
  (Crystal	
  2017)	
  



…	
  Another	
  quote	
  from	
  the	
  interview	
  with	
  Zafón:	
  

‘We	
  seem	
  to	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  world	
  where	
  forgetting	
  

and	
  oblivion	
  are	
  an	
  industry	
  in	
  themselves	
  and	
  

very,	
  very	
  few	
  people	
  are	
  remotely	
  interested	
  or	
  

aware	
  of	
  their	
  own	
  recent	
  history,	
  much	
  less	
  

their	
  neighbors’.	
  	
  (ibid.)	
  



Establishing	
  the	
  value	
  of	
  research	
  into	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  language	
  

learning	
  and	
  teaching	
  

	
  

e.g.	
  (in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  this	
  conference)	
  recapturing	
  collective	
  /	
  

professional	
  memory,	
  with	
  evidence	
  

	
  

What	
  positive	
  developments	
  are	
  there	
  /	
  what	
  additional	
  

values	
  and	
  	
  procedures	
  of	
  historical	
  research	
  can	
  we	
  identify?	
  



APHELLE	
  (Associação	
  Portuguesa	
  para	
  a	
  História	
  do	
  Ensino	
  das	
  

Línguas	
  e	
  Literaturas	
  Extranjeras)	
  

	
  

CIRSIL	
  (Centro	
  Interuniversitario	
  di	
  Ricerca	
  sulla	
  Storia	
  degli	
  

Insegnamenti	
  Linguistici)	
  

	
  

PHG	
  (Peeter	
  Heynsgenootschap)	
  

	
  

SEHEL	
  (Sociedad	
  Española	
  para	
  la	
  Historia	
  de	
  las	
  Enseñanzas	
  

Linguísticas)	
  

	
  

SIHFLES	
  (Societé	
  internationale	
  pour	
  l’histoire	
  du	
  français	
  langue	
  

étrangère	
  ou	
  seconde)	
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‘Histories	
  of	
  language	
  learning	
  and	
  
	
  teaching	
  in	
  Europe’	
  –	
  
	
  Special	
  issue	
  (2018)	
  
Smith,	
  R.	
  &	
  McLelland,	
  N.	
  (eds)	
  

‘Building	
  the	
  History	
  of	
  Language	
  
Learning	
  and	
  Teaching	
  (HoLLT)’	
  –	
  
Special	
  issue	
  	
  (2014)	
  
McLelland,	
  N.	
  	
  &	
  Smith,	
  R.	
  (eds)	
  

Both	
  fully	
  
Open	
  
Access!	
  



8 

Teaching and Learning Foreign Languages: A History of Language Education, 
Assessment and Policy in Britain –  
(2017) , London: Routledge 
McLelland, N. 
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The	
  History	
  of	
  Language	
  Learning	
  and	
  Teaching	
  –	
  
	
  3	
  volumes	
  (forthcoming,	
  late	
  2018),	
  Oxford:	
  Legenda	
  
McLelland,	
  N.	
  &	
  Smith,	
  R.	
  (eds)	
  

16th–18th	
  Century	
  Europe	
   19th–20th	
  Century	
  Europe	
   Across	
  Cultures	
  



http://hollt.net	
  







Coming	
  up	
  …	
  



•  2019	
  –	
  joint	
  SIHFLES,	
  APHELLE,	
  HSS,	
  CIRSIL	
  
conference	
  on	
  ‘The	
  Direct	
  Method’,	
  Granada,	
  
Spain,	
  16–17	
  May	
  

•  2020	
  –	
  AILA	
  Congress	
  HoLLTnet	
  symposium,	
  
Groningen,	
  Netherlands,	
  9–14	
  August	
  



This	
  panel	
  


